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From President Anne 

  Dear Members 
I hope this Bulletin finds you well and managing in what are certainly strange and 
unusual times. There seems to be a bit of a catch cry about “we are all in this together” 

and yes we are. As some of you may know I have a strong interest in social and family 
history and what I am finding interesting is the fact that this is a really historic time for 
us and if you can it is a wonderful thing to do to keep a record of how the pandemic has 
impacted on you and your family. Perhaps if enough of us take the opportunity when 
this is over we could pool our stories and put something together on behalf of the club.   
      Another month has passed and we seem no closer to being able to hold our regular 
meetings.  The figures that are coming out of Victoria at the moment are very 
concerning and it would appear that we have a similar, albeit not as commonplace, 
situation in New South Wales whereby people who have tested positive to the virus are 
not isolating. It is encouraging, that at the time of writing this, there has been no 
community transition from the actions of this person in Newcastle.  We need to remain 
vigilant however and follow the advice of the Health Department in regards to social 
distancing and wearing masks etc. 
       The committee had an informal meeting early in July  at which we discussed a way 
forward in these unusual times.  There were some suggestions about starting meetings 
again but it was strongly felt that this was not a viable option at this time given the 
numbers of our Association, the restrictions placed on the Bowling Club and the 
limitations in regard to activity which could occur at a meeting.  It was decided 
therefore that we continue in a holding pattern and wait to see what the next few 
months brings.   There was a strong suggestion that a social gathering(s) could be held 
with limited numbers and appropriate social norms suitable to the pandemic.  Bev is 
keen to hear from anyone with suggestions of what may be a viable activity, venue etc.  
So please get in touch with Bev if you have any suggestions.  0401 033 040 
        As  a follow on from the Committee Meeting on Thursday 30th July, 21 ladies 
attended a Probus luncheon organised by Bev at Brown Sugar Restaurant at Warners 
Bay.  It was lovely to see the group come together with appropriate social distancing of 
course.  Thanks to Bev for your organisation.  I did think about taking some photos but 
that thought did not occur to me again till I was driving home. it was a lovely event and 
great to see members come together after such a long break.  
        On behalf of the Club and our Treasurer Olwyn, thanks to the members who have 
paid their fees thus far. It would appear we are getting used to the electronic transfer of 
funds without too many hiccoughs. Approximately 80% of the membership is financial 
which I think is pretty good.  If you are not able to pay your fees using the new system 
than perhaps you would care to give Olwyn a ring on 0407 060 140 just to let her know 
that it is not possible for you to pay this way.  
 
Please Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, Wash your Hands and Wear a Mask. 
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Gail Caldwell Robyn Condie Elizabeth Conlan 

 Anne Gleeson Cecily Harborne Lyn King 

Jennifer Laybutt   Glenda Morgan   Sandra O’Connor 

  Sue Steel  Lynne Ward    

 

Happy  Birthday  August  Ladies 

Meet Betty’s Daughter and Grandson. 

This is a lovely photo of Betty Lind, our tireless Secretary, and her 
daughter and grandson Aiden, who is currently on a 4-year rugby 
scholarship to Central Washington University in the United States, 
which is situated 2 hours north-west of Seattle. Betty has often 
spoken of him, and is very proud of his achievements. He has been 
home since the Uni closed in March, playing at the moment with 
Queensland University Colts. A publicity company that covers the 20 
Universities that compete in a Rugby competition put together a list 
of the top freshmen of the years. Aiden was third on the list, and in a 
team they nominated from them he was the chosen Prop. His team 
went from 18th in the comp to 3rd when it was closed in March. If 
they had played their last three games they may have won it. A lot of 
the success the team achieved was accredited to him.  

We can see he gets his great height from Betty! 

Report From Beverley 

21 of our Probus ladies attended Brown Sugar  

Restaurant on Thursday 23rd July in the special room  

away from the general public. It was lovely to see  

everyone again, and to catch up. The meal was great and  

all who went seemed to enjoy themselves. Let's hope it  

won't be too long before we can once again catch up  

with each other. 

Thanks to Bev for her usual great organisation. 

A  Couple  of  Laughs… 

Did you hear about the 

mathematician who was 

afraid of negative numbers? 

He’ll stop at nothing to 

avoid them! 
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Funny… 

How many dogs does it take to change a light bulb?  

It depends on the dog’s point of view… 

GOLDEN RETRIEVER: The sun is shining, the day is young, we've got our whole lives ahead of us, and you're inside 
worrying about a stupid burned out bulb? 
BORDER COLLIE: Just one. And then I'll replace any wiring that's not up to code. 
DACHSHUND: You know I can't reach that stupid bulb!  
LABRADOR: Oh, me, me!!!! Pleeeeeeze let me change the light bulb! Can I? Can I? Huh? Huh?  
JACK RUSSELL TERRIER: I'll just pop it in while I'm bouncing off the walls and furniture. 
POODLE: I'll blow in the Border Collie's ear & he'll do it. By the time he finishes rewiring the house, my nails will be 
dry. 
COCKER SPANIEL: Why change it? I can pee on the carpet in the dark.  
BOXER: Who cares? I can play with my squeaky toys in the dark..  
IRISH WOLFHOUND: Can somebody else do it? I've got this hangover and.......... 
GREYHOUND: It isn't moving. Who cares? 
AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD: First, I'll put all the light bulbs in a little circle.... 
OLD ENGLISH SHEEP DOG: Light bulb? That thing I just ate was a light bulb? 
HOUND DOG: ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

And the CAT: Dogs do not change light bulbs. People change light bulbs  
and I am not one of them. So, the question is, how long will it be before  
I get some light in here? 

Book  Groups 

Book Group 1 hasn’t met 

 for several months, but are 

 planning to meet very soon,  

in a park, practising social  

distancing, to catch up on  

books read, and general news. All of us have been 
reading, and here are some suggestions of good reads 
from our members: 

The Whistler,   by John Grisham 
Good Girl, Bad Girl, by Michael Rowbottom 
Grown Ups,   by Marian Keyes 
Mute,    by Christian Barnard 
The Land Girls,  by Victoria Purman 
The Outcast Girls by Shirley Dickson 
The Dressmaker’s Gift, by Fiona Valpy 
 
These should keep people going for a while! 
 
Book Group 2  also continues to meet in 
 various venues. 

Book Review 

The Wife and the Widow  
by Christian White 

This book is excellent from many points of view. It 
is set on a bleak island in Bass Strait, which allows 
for an eeriness that corresponds to the mystery and 
murder that the novel is about. The story centres on 
two women, one whose husband disappears and 
about whom secrets are soon revealed, and the 
other whose husband is hiding a secret. The 
characterisation of Kate and Abby is strong and 
consistent, and the plot unfolds in such a way that 
you almost miss the very significant twist towards 
the end.The connection between the two women is 
not what you expect at all! 
And the writing…is clever, original, evocative and 

intelligent. 
Previous novel by Christian White:    
The Nowhere Child, a dark and gripping debut 
psychological thriller that won the 2017 Victorian 
Premier's Literary Award, previously won by The 
Dry and The Rosie Project. 

!
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ANSWERS NEXT TIME.  

 

Can you solve this maths puzzle? 

Each shape has a value. Your job is to work out what 
number is represented by each shape to calculate the 
answer, represented by the question mark. 

Can you do it?  ANS:……………………… 

Word Plexer Puzzle: Some common 
words/phrases are embedded in these 
plexers. What are they? 
1…………………2………………….. 
3…………………4………………….. 
5…………………6………………….. 
7…………………8………………….. 
9…………………10………………… 
11………………..12………………… 
 

Just in…from    PROBUS  SOUTH PACIFIC 

Across the globe many individuals, communities and businesses are adjusting to a new reality.  
Over the last few months, we have been amazed to see the many innovative ideas Probians have utilised to 
stay connected. 
It is the strong connections formed through Probus that have helped so many members adapt in these 
challenging times. Now more than ever, members appreciate the value of belonging to our Community. 
To celebrate Probus and in turn build awareness of the benefits of belonging to our Community, we are 
pleased to announce an annual Probus Day. 
Raising awareness of Probus plays an important part of our overall marketing strategy. Our marketing plan, 
which includes Probus Day, was developed before COVID-19, and while there are still challenging times 
ahead, we cannot lose sight of the value of the social connections that Probus provides.   
This annual celebration will be held on 1 October 2020 – this date is known as the United Nations Day of 
Older Persons across the world.   For the inaugural Probus Day, this year’s theme is Staying Connected and 
Active with Probus – the key to happy retirement. 


